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From: Viker, Elliot [elliot.viker1@dhs.gov] 

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 11:48 AM 

To: Malinsky, Jason; 'Viker, Elliot' 

Cc: Oliver, L. Scott; 'Becca Heller'; 'Stephen Poellot' 

Subject: RE: IRAP USCIS FOIA Request - Follow Up From August 12th Conference Call 

Follow Up Flag: Follow up 
Flag Status: Red 

Good afternoon Mr. Malinsky: 

Thank you for your communique and phone call on 08/15/2011. We are presently moving forward with 
your access request. 

Should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact myself of this office. 
Cordially, 

Elliot Viker 

Paralegal Specialist/Detailed FOIA Operations 
DHS/USCIS/Enterprise Services Directorate/NRC 
(816) 350 5500 ext. 5207 
Elliot.Viker@uscis.dhs.gov 


Si a jure discedas vagus eris, et erunt omnia omnibus incerta. 


WARNING. This document is FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO). It contains information that may be exempt from public release under 
the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552). This document is to be controlled, handled, transmitted, distributed, and disposed of in 
accordance with Department of Homeland Security policy relating to Sensitive But Unclassified (SBU) information and is not to be released 
to the public or other personnel who do not have a valid need-to-know without prior approval from the originator. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please contact the originator for disposition instructions. 


From: Malinsky, Jason [mailto:JMalinsky@mofo.com] 

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 1:02 PM 
To: Viker, Elliot 

Cc: Oliver, L. Scott; Becca Heller; Stephen Poellot 

Subject: RE: IRAP USCIS FOIA Request - Follow Up From August 12th Conference Call 


Eliot, 

Please note the error in the email below under the "Time Limitation". It should read: "Our request is 
limited to documents and information from January 1, 2001 through present day." 2011 was a typo. 

My apologies for the error. 

Jason 


From: Malinsky, Jason 

Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 10:55 AM 

To: 'Viker, Elliot' 

Cc: Oliver, L. Scott; 'Becca Heller'; Stephen Poellot 

Subject: IRAP USCIS FOIA Request - Follow Up From August 12th Conference Call 

Eliot, 
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Thank you for taking the time to organize Friday's productive meeting to discuss our FOIA request. 
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Upon conferring with iflfo^consideration 

USCIS's concerns about the volume of documents, we have agreed to limit the scope of our request. After being informed by 
USCIS that our request could encompass nearly 500,000 documents and include forms addressing matters unrelated to refugees, 
we agreed to limit the scope of forms included in our request to: l-590s; all refugee Requests for Review; and l-602s. As 
expressed on the conference call, we are open to the idea of further limiting our request. Without knowing what documents 
USCIS has, or the contents of those documents, we are unable to further limit our request at this time. We have agreed, however, 
that USCIS will initially produce a sample of documents for our review that will allow us to make an informed decision about further 
limiting our request's scope. 

Time Limitation. Our request is limited to documents and information from January 1,2011 through present day. 

USCIS Refugee Reports. USCIS agreed to provide us with a list of the types of reports within the scope of our request as well as 
a short description of the data contained within those reports. USCIS representatives mentioned that the list of these reports 
includes, but is not limited to: 

■ Trend reports; 

■ Aging readiness reports; 

■ Case trend reports; 

■ Workload reports; 

■ Processing time reports; and 

■ Pending cases reports. 


In addition to the list of reports and short description of their contents, USCIS will produce samples of each of the above-described 
reports, as well as any other reports that are not explicitly named above but that are reasonably determined to fall within the scope 
of our request. Following our review of the list and sample reports, we will communicate to USCIS which reports we want them to 
produce. 

Joanna Ruppel stated that the above-described sample reports, and the post-August 2010 data reports described below, could be 
gathered early this week. The FOIA office will then review these reports before producing them to us as soon as possible. 

August 2010 to Present Day USCIS Data. USCIS described its post-August 2010 data as being compiled in a more organized 
manner than pre-August 2010 data. Thus, USCIS will produce sample monthly, quarterly, and other reports compiling this data so 
that we may determine which reports best address our request. Following our review, we will communicate to USCIS which 
reports we want them to produce. 

Circuit Rider Trip Reports. Our request also encompasses what Stacy Strong described as Circuit Rider "Trip Reports". USCIS 
will produce examples of these reports for each year, and from each region, from each of the past ten years. Stacy stated that 
she expects to be able to gather all these reports by the end of this week. The FOIA office will then review these reports before 
producing them to us as soon as possible. 

Quality Assurance ("QA") Program Reviews. We stated on the call that we needed time to review the Ombudsman's report 
attached to our request and would respond to USCIS with more detail on what our request encompasses. We have since 
reviewed the Ombudsman's report. We request USCIS to produce any conclusions, assessment, or analysis of the results of 
these QA programs concerning notice of a potentially adverse decision given to refugees orally during their interview and written 
notice of an actual adverse decision given after the conclusion of their interview. 

Thank you again for your time and effort in responding to our FOIA request. Please do not hesitate to contact me should any 
further questions arise related to our request. 


Regards, 

Jason 

Attorney for the Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project 

Jason A. Malinsky 
Morrison & Foerster LLP 

425 Market Street | San Francisco, California 94105 
415.268.6709 | JMalinsky@mofo.com 
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To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS, Morrison & Foerster LLP informs you that, if any advice 
concerning one or more U.S. Federal tax issues is contained in this communication (including any attachments), such 
advice is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties under the 
Internal Revenue Code or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or matter 
addressed herein. 

For information about this legend, go to 
http://www.mofo.com/Circular230/ 


This message contains information which may be confidential and privileged. Unless you are the addressee (or 
authorized to receive for the addressee), you may not use, copy or disclose to anyone the message or any information 
contained in the message. If you have received the message in error, please advise the sender by reply e-mail 
@mofo.com, and delete the message. 






